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My life transformed in 2000 when I met Catherine, my wife to be. She had raised her two 
children in Sonoma County since 1983. While my Marin based company, Burdell Properties, had 
been growing wine grapes in Sonoma since the 1970’s, our paths had never crossed. We 
decided in short order to become a permanent couple but agreed to build our dream house 
together first. In Sonoma that can be complicated, but we accomplished it by 2010. It is a large, 
green-rated, Arts & Crafts, mortise & tenon, completely custom home. Since Catherine is a 
landscape expert, it took another 3 years to develop the grounds sufficiently to have the 
wedding on our beautiful Kenwood estate.  
 

Soon, Catherine’s son 
Casey and his 
beautiful bride Sandy 
created our 
exceptional 
granddaughter, 
Madeleine, so helping to raise her has become a very 
enjoyable grandparenting experience for us. We are also 
grateful that our international travel has taken us to 25 
countries in the past 20 years. We are particularly fond of the 
African bush and the wonderfully wild Alaska. Additionally, 
we take short RV trips within Northern CA and enjoy sailing 
our 38’ Morgan on the SF Bay. My work takes me to South 
Africa annually and around the country, especially to Texas 
and WA.  
 

On our homestead, we operate a lovely guest residence, “The 
Big Red Barn,” which we built over our wine cellar, parking 
bays, and crush pad. Here we make our own wine, grow 
vegetables, raise chickens, and enjoy a cat and dog. Many of 
our activities have been memorialized on our family website: 
www.onemound.com. This is also our home address in 
Kenwood, should you come to visit.   

                         

                      Dave and Catherine- 2018, Denali, AK  
 
My other perhaps unusual undertaking since 2000 has been the development of a good-sized winegrape vineyard in South Africa, not 
far from Cape Town, called Silkbush Mountain Vineyards. While my company plan is to dispose of our Sonoma and Napa vineyards 
within the next five years, Silkbush will become a “generational” asset. Our younger partner, Anton Roos, the son I did not have, refers 
to his colonist ancestors making such a commitment as having “burned the boats.” Well said. His wife and son work the farm with him 
too. We import and export delicious wine and are well-known for a South African varietal, Pinotage. We built a lovely guest house, The 
Kingsbury Cottage, should you visit South Africa. Check it out at www.silkbush.com.  
 
My life in Kenwood is happy and very full. I try (a little) to retire but 
am still quite fulfilled with the abundant mix of work, travel, friends, 
and homelife. Sure, six years at Stanford made me a lifetime fan 
of its teams and created some grand old memories, but I have 
never been happier with life than I am right now, and wish the 
same for all my classmates. 
 

L to R: Sandy and Casey Moylan, Dave and Catherine Jefferson, Jessica 
Moylan, and little Madeleine Moylan- 2021, Kenwood, CA 
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